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 Definitions and common signs of:
 Child Abuse and Neglect

▪ Physical Abuse
▪ Sexual Abuse
▪ Neglect
▪ Emotional Abuse

 Child Abuse and New Jersey Law
 District Contact
 All District Employee Obligations
 Your protected!

 Procedure for calling DCP&P (formerly DYFS)
 What to do if you are just aren’t sure…
 What if I DON’T report child abuse?



A child who is under the age of 18 is considered to be
abused or neglected when a parent or caregiver:

 Inflicts or allows to be inflicted physical injury by other
than accidental means that creates substantial harm
or risk of substantial harm.

 Fails to provide proper supervision or adequate food,
clothing, shelter, education or medical care although
financially able or assisted to do so.

 Commits or allows to be committed an act of sexual
abuse against a child. 



 Treat the concern as an emergency and 
consult with the LSD Drop-In Center, the 
school counselor, and/or the School Resource 
Officer immediately

 Who is our School Resource Officer?

 Lt. Robert Jankowski

▪ He can be reached in the high school at extension 4028



1. Physical Abuse
2. Sexual Abuse
3. Neglect
4. Emotional Abuse



 Unexplained or questionable
bruises, welts, burns, lacerations, fractures, 
abrasions, etc. 
 Pay attention to areas of the body

 Are there various injuries in various stages of healing?
 Are there injuries in a pattern or evident that they are 

from a particular object? (cigarette, rope, iron)
 Do these injuries often happen after a weekend, 

vacation, or an absence?
 Does the child directly report that they have 

been physically abused?



 Complaints regarding genital/anal areas, presence of sexually 
transmitted diseases, unusual knowledge about or preoccupation with 
sex. 

 Other observable indicators:
 Difficulty walking/sitting
 Torn/stained/bloody underclothing
 Pain, itching, bruising, bleeding in genital area
 Pregnancy
 Unwilling to change for PE
 Sexually explicit drawings or highly sexualized play
 Unexplained fear of a person or place
 Poor peer relations
 Delinquency or runaway behavior
 Reports sexual assault by a caregiver or a person in an authority position



 Consistent hunger, poor hygiene, inappropriate dress, lack of 
supervision, especially in dangerous activities, frequent fatigue or 
listlessness, unattended physical problems or medical needs, 
abandonment, or willfully failing to provide an education

 Other observable indicators:
 Begging, stealing for food
 Extended stays at school
 Falling asleep in class
 Poor hygiene
 Shunned by peers
 Clinging behavior
 Alcohol or drug use
 Delinquency
 Directly states there is no caregiver



 May include aggressive or withdrawn behavior, unusual fears, running away, sudden 
change in mood or behavior, significant sadness, self-denial, depression, low self-
esteem, suicidal threats or gestures, habit disorders such as sucking, biting, rocking, 
phobias, conduct disorders such as antisocial, defiant, destructive, inappropriately adult 
or infant-like

 Defined by DCP&P as being when a parent/caregiver directs actions/words toward a 
child which contributes to, causes, allows or permits:

 Significant and/or persistent emotional pain, harm or impairment; and/or

 Significant vulnerability to or risk of such pain, harm or impairment; and/or

 Significant exacerbation of a child’s existing emotional pain or impairment

 There must be injury to the intellectual, emotional or
psychological development of a child as evidenced by
observable and substantial impairment in the child's 
ability to function within a normal range of performance 
and behavior.



 It is often difficult to prove
 May be immediately or cumulatively harmful
 Keep good records by taking detailed notes 

as you see behaviors of concern arising and 
keeping them in a confidential place



 Student may directly report that he/she has 
been abused

 Staff may directly observe a sign of abuse
 Frequent or questionable absenteeism of a 

student that is a cause for p0tential concern



 Is the student…
 Wary of adult contacts?
 Appearing uncomfortable with physical contact?
 Complaining of soreness or moving uncomfortably?
 Apprehensive when other children cry?
 Extremely aggressive or withdrawn?
 Reluctant to change clothes for PE?
 Frightened of parents?
 Afraid to go home?
 Seeking to stay late after school?
 Reporting injury by parents?



N.J.A.C. 6A:16-11 requires that a person be
identified “to act as the primary contact person
between the schools in the school district and
child welfare authorities with regard to general
information sharing, the development of mutual
training and other cooperative efforts.”

In my district, the contact person to the Division 
of Child Protection & Permanency (DCP&P) 
(formerly DYFS) is Maryann Mulé, x4037.



 What are my obligations to report child abuse/neglect?

 State law (N.J.S.A.9:6-8.10), requires “Any person having reasonable cause to believe that a 
child has been subjected to child abuse or acts of child abuse shall report the same 
immediately to the Division of Child Protection and Permanency by telephone or 
otherwise…” L. 1971, c.437, s.3; amended by L. 1987,c.341,s.4.

 New Jersey Department of Education administrative code N.J.A.C. 6A:16-11(a)2 requires, 
that district policies include “Provisions requiring school district employees, volunteers or 
interns, to immediately notify designated child welfare authorities of incidents of alleged 
missing, abused and neglected children.”

 Also, the “confirmation” of another person is not required: “Under no condition shall the 
school district’s policy require confirmation by another person to report the suspected 
missing, abused or neglected child situation.” pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:16-11 (a) 4.

 School includes: on school grounds, on school buses, in the school or at school-sponsored
functions pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:16-1.3. 



By law (N.J.S.A.9:6-8.13), you are protected 
from civil or criminal liability, discharge from 
employment, and discrimination, if you make a 
report “in good faith.” 



 Upon deciding that you need to call, DO NOT WAIT.  You 
MUST CALL IMMEDIATELY.

 Collect the following information for your phone call:
 Who - Identify the people involved – the child, the alleged perpetrator, the perpetrator’s 

relationship to the child; parents, siblings, others in the home; dates of birth, addresses.
 What - What type of abuse/neglect is suspected? Describe the incident. What happened 

that caused your concern? What is the child’s current condition?
 Where - Where did the incident take place? Where is the child now? Does the alleged 

perpetrator have access to the child? 
 When - When did the incident happen? What is the frequency of the abuse/neglect? When 

did you learn about it?
 How - How urgent is the need for intervention? Is there a likelihood of danger for the 

caseworker?
 Other information to share:

▪ Is the child in need of medical treatment? Has the child been examined or treated by 
the school nurse? Details?

▪ School personnel also should let DCP&P/IAIU know when and how the child will be 
released from school to ensure the child’s safety. 



 REALLY includes phoning 2 numbers:

 1.  1-877-NJ-ABUSE (1-877-652-2873)

▪ Phone this number and disclose the details of your 
concern

 2.  Phone local law enforcement authorities or 
contact your district DCP&P contact and/or 
principal to contact local law enforcement 
authorities



 Err on the side of caution!
 You might:

 Call the hotline (1-877-NJ-ABUSE) and disclose 
the details and allow them to make the 
determination

 Phone the LSD Drop-In Center (x4037), your 
school counselor, and/or your principal to relay 
your concerns and discuss appropriate next steps



“Any person knowingly violating the provisions of this 
act including the failure to report an act of child abuse
having reasonable cause to believe that an act of child
abuse has been committed, is a disorderly person.”

N.J.S.A. 9:6-8.14

Any person who knowingly fails to report suspected
abuse according to the law is a disorderly person and
subject to a fine up to $1,000 or up to 6 months in 
prison, or both!

N.J.S.A. 2C:43-3 and 2C:43-8



 Information for this training was taken and adapted from the
New Jersey Department of Children and Families

 For more information, please visit:
 http://www.state.nj.us/education/students/safety/socservices/abuse/

Questions regarding this topic and/or powerpoint? 

Please contact:

Maryann Mulé

Student Assistance Counselor/LSD Dop-In Center

x4037

http://www.state.nj.us/education/students/safety/socservices/abuse/


Good Luck! 
Remember that your knowledge on this topic will SAVE LIVES! 
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